poiesis. That anaemia occurs in clinical and experimental scurvy is well known, and its features have been minutely described by various observers.1, 2> 3> 4 Till recently, however, it was tacitly accepted that this anaemia was due simply to the under-nutrition and the haemorrhages which characterised the condition, though it has also been suggested that increased blood destruction might be an additional responsible factor. 3 In 193? Mettier, Minot and Townsend 5 found that a reticulocyte response could be induced in patients suffering from scorbutic anaemia by the administration of orange juice, and suggested that the anaemia of scurvy was largely due to the specific effect of a prolonged lack of vitamin C altering the function of the bone marrow. More recently, Mettier and Chew 6 have produced evidence to show that the anaemia of experimentally produced scurvy in the guinea-pig is largely dependent on the retardation of the maturation of erythrocytes in the bone marrow consequent upon a vitamin C deficiency, and that when orange juice was given to such scorbutic guinea-pigs a reticulocyte response was obtained. hospital. He reported regularly for blood examinations, and has now been instructed to take a properly balanced diet, being supplied with the means to do so. The results of the blood examinations are given in If vitamin C has a specific effect on the anaemia of scurvy, distinct from its effect in controlling the haemorrhages, then it is possible that a deficiency of this substance may be an additional factor in producing anaemia in working-class populations even in the absence of other signs and symptoms of frank scurvy.
